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Contacts …  
 

President: 
 

Stephen Fraser 
40 Fortune Esp 
Caboolture  4510 
5495 5470 
Stephen.fraser@optusnet.com.au  

Vice 
President 

Peter Bigg 
66 George Street 
Woodford    4514 
54961487 

Secretary Norm Smith 
61 Sandy Creek Road 
Kilcoy Qld  4515 
07 5422 0705 or 
0409  268 975 

Treasurer Frank Moroney 
13 Heilig Court 
Glasshouse Mountains 4518 
5493 0974 

Webmaster John Boetje 
199 Dayboro Road 
Petrie 4502 
3889 1185 

Editor   Jeanne Cuffe 
443 King St 
Caboolture  4510 
54953393 
Jj_cuffe@hotmail.com   
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Greetings to you all 
It’s wonderful to have you all aboard again and it’s been lovely to see so many new faces amongst the 
audience (as well as our old ‘faithfuls’) over the past few months. It has been pretty cool since the last 
newsletter but I think the worst is now behind us. Let’s hope so. 
 
On 23rd July a talent show was held at Mt Gravatt where Rebekah Thornton won in the female vocal 
section. Rebekah and Peta-Maree also performed and did well in the duet section.  
 
Homestead held its Youth Talent Expo on the 6th August and from a talent point of view, it was probably our 
most successful. The judges this year found it extremely difficult to separate some of our young performers. 
Bec Holdorf was the overall winner of the championship by taking out the Junior Female Vocal, Junior 
Australian Country Song, Own Composition, Junior Country Rock, and Anything Goes. Our newest member 
Bridget O’Shannessey took out the Juvenile Female Vocal and Juvenile Australian Country Song, while 
Matthew Potter took out the Juvenile Male Vocal section, but all of the performers did a fantastic job. For 
those of you who attended, I’m sure you were not disappointed. 
 
A couple of our members are away with sickness or family matters. John Pinor is undergoing treatment at 
the moment and we hope he is doing well and will be back to Homestead soon.   
Roy Bridges is also away on family issues. We hope we’ll see Roy back soon also. Peter Bigg has just had 
a knee reconstruction and I’m sure you all wish Peter a quick recovery also. 
 
During this month Homestead had its AGM for 2011 and I’m pleased to announce that the new committee 
members are the same as they were last year i.e. Steve Fraser - President, Peter Bigg - Vice President, 
Norm Smith – Secretary and Frank Moroney - Treasurer. I must say that it has been an absolute pleasure 
and privilege for me work with these talented members over the past twelve months and I feel honoured that 
my re-election as President for a further year will allow me to continue to work with these members with the 
goal of keeping the club strong with the focus of providing all of our members with a great meeting place to 
play our music and entertain our wonderful audiences.   
 
I hope you enjoy tonight’s entertainment brought to you by the dedication and talent of all of our 
membership.  
 
 
Regards 
Steve Fraser 
 
 
 
Homestead is proudly sponsored by……  
 

 
 
Sales, service and repairs 
Lynda steer – Manager  
 
 
279 Morayfield Rd,Morayfield, QLD 4506  
Telephone (07)5497 8844 Facsimile :(07)5428 6747 
Email: sales@stihlshopmorayfield.com.au 
Web: www.stihlshopmorayfield.com.au 
ABN 49 430 875 03 
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A special thanks to all that helped back stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
And many more...  
 
 
 
 
 
A View of the Stage 
 
The June concert was another fine night of entertainment; enjoyed by our smaller, but most enthusiastic 
audience.  The cold winter nights have a dramatic impact on the patron numbers attending.  No one could be 
accused of being unaware of the effects of winter, who has sat through an evening concert in Stanmore Hall 
during the cold season. 
 
As much as the audience feels the cold, it should be remembered that it is also a factor in the production of 
good music on stage.  Cold musicians have a more difficult time producing good music. 
 
Homestead is very fortunate now to have a number of very competent musicians who can combine in any 
number of different configurations.  Our major restrictions to this in recent years have been one lead 
instrument player and one drummer.  Granted on occasion there have been stand-ins for each but only on a 
very temporary basis and only just basic cover for their absence.  This has been changed with the 
introduction into the band of other lead/melody instruments (i.e. mainly harmonica and keyboards but also 
fiddle, mandolin and saxophone) and recently a new member who is also a drummer. 
 
With the various styles of playing now available through the numbers of musicians, lots of different 
combinations can be put to very good use in distinctive styles of music. 
 
Of course this then demands some form of “arrangement” of the music so there is no clash of lead 
instruments at times of solos or when the vocalist/s are singing.  
 
There is also no reason why all musicians on stage should play all the time in every number.  In fact for 
dramatic effect, chiaroscuro (i.e. light and shade) and volume considerations it is essential that this not occur.     



 
For those of you who have seen a performance of a large ensemble or orchestra you will recall seeing 
numbers of musicians not playing at various times during the performance.  This is the requirement of the 
“arrangement” for that piece of music and heaven help any musician who jumps the gun on their entry to 
their particular part.  Professional musicians have been fired for that sin.  Now while none of us can expect 
all our stage musicians to be at the standard of a professional symphonic orchestra, there is nothing that stops 
our musicians aspiring to that standard. 
 
It has been expressed on numerous occasions by those knowledgeable in music that the spaces are just as 
important as the notes.  Just because there is a space doesn’t mean is should be filled with music.  
(Unfortunately, this can often be a major reason for the sometimes cacophonous nature of music at various 
country music clubs.) 
 
It may be that the music charts will need many notations in future instances, where multiple lead instruments 
are involved, somewhat like traffic lights telling who can go and who should stop.  This tends to puts more 
demands on the stage musicians for concentrating when performing.  They will, in addition to reading timing, 
chords, notes, and where their particular parts start and stop also have to be aware of and follow notations for 
emphasis, accentuation, stops, crescendos and others.  This then demands better skills in chart reading; 
another skill needed if the music is to continue to be produced at a high standard. 
 
It follows therefore that more work will be needed at rehearsal and practice, practice, practice for the 
musicians.  Pity the poor musician!!! 
 
Thanks for your time, 
Eye on stage. 
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Graham Liddell  
 Pomona (Qld) 

ph.  07 5485 0323  Mobile 0404  642  133   
gasa_4@hotmail.com 
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�	����	 B flat - used, but in new condition - made in USA. �

Black composite body and nickel plated keys, comes with 3 reeds, cleaning cloth, cork 
grease and hard case. 	

Serviced at Ellaways. This clarinet has a beautiful mellow tone. 	

Please feel free to arrange an inspection. Retails for about $795 new.	$450 ono	

Please call Heather on 0427 764521	
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A poem from the editor….. �

I know a little maiden, 
She is very fair and sweet, 
As she trips among the grasses 
That kiss her dainty feet; 
Her arms are full of flowers, 
The snow-drops, pure and white, 
Timid blue-eyed violets, 
And daffodillies bright. 
 
She loves dear Mother Nature, 
And wanders by her side; 
She beckons to the birding’s 
That flock from far and wide. 
 
 
 

 
She wakes the baby brooklets, 
Soft breezes hear her call; 
She tells the little children 
The sweetest tales of all. 
 
Her brow is sometimes clouded, 
And she sighs with gentle grace, 
Till the sunbeams, daring lovers, 
Kiss the teardrops from her face. 
Well we know this dainty maiden, 
For April is her name; 
And we welcome her with gladness, 
As the springtime comes again. 
 
your editor                          
Jeanne  



A View of the Stage 
 
The July concert was another enjoyable night of entertainment.  
Hot music on a cold night- the perfect mix. 
 
What a plethora of good vocalists we have a Homestead.  The 
variety in styles and musical preferences is wide and surely 
well appreciated by our audience members who don’t lack for 
stimulating entertainment. 
 
Bass to soprano, comedic to dramatic, soloist to groups our 
singers cover all the bases.  
 
And isn’t it great to see our younger performers refining their 
craft to their present levels of competence.  They can only get 
better with more tuition, rehearsal, performance and encouragement.  Speaking of that, the work done by our 
teaching members has been super.  There have been obvious improvements in our junior performers, largely 
because of the efforts of the teachers.  They deserve a very large hoorah! from all our members and patrons. 
 
On another note, you would all note that our stage area is getting quite cramped with instruments and 
amplifiers.  There have also been some more difficulties trying to get the sound coming off stage balanced.  
Both of these matters relate to the numbers of musicians now available for the stage band.   
 
Musicians all wish to use their own instruments and amplification because of the familiarity thereof and 
being able to draw a good sound from their own equipment.  In itself there is nothing wrong with this attitude 
but practicalities often make some compromises necessary.  Compromise may mean reducing the number of 
amplifiers/instruments on stage and stricter control of the makeup of the stage band players on stage at any 
one time. 
 
One factor which has a bearing is that the sound system we use for our concerts has only a finite number of 
channels for instruments and vocals available to the mixing desk from the stage.  So, some of the instruments 
lately have not been mixed into the sound by the operator.  These levels are controlled on stage by the 
instrumentalists.   
 
To some degree, depending on experience and a number of other factors, this can be reasonably successful.  
So why then have any instruments through the sound system at all?  From two points this is preferable: 1. To 
control overall volume (a must in this tiny hall!); 2. To mix the sounds to a natural listening experience 
overall.  Neither is easy to do for individuals on stage no matter their experience or abilities and the players 
really have a main priority of “playing the music”.  It is possible to get a reasonable quality/level of sound on 
stage but it comes down to individual players exercising strict self-control and not having everyone trying to 
play louder than everyone else because of how they hear the sound from their particular part of the stage.  
The more players on stage, the harder this is to achieve. 
 
However, to quote an old axiom, “Why have a dog and bark yourself”.  The sound system operator is in a far 
better position to judge the volumes of the various instruments and vocals to mix a quality whole.  So at a 
recent club meeting this matter was discussed and it was resolved to limit the number of players, 
instruments/amplifiers on stage to the amount which can be mixed through the mixing desk.  This will take 
some arranging but should result in a better quality of sound and a less cluttered stage.  Why do the club 
members go through all these convoluted exercises?  Well, it is to strengthen the enjoyment of our patrons.  
So there you are our friends in the audience, it’s all for you!! 
 
Thanks for your time, 
 
Eye on stage. 



A view of the stage 
 
On Sunday 22nd May Homestead members saddled up for a trek To Redcliffe area to visit Blue Denim.  
There were a dozen or so of our members arrived there about 1.30pm and we were greeted warmly by Blue 
Denim members.   
The plan was for us to sit back and be entertained by Blue Denim till about 3.00pm and then for each of our 
club performers to have a go.  Of course as soon as Bill Turgeon arrived Blue Denim dragooned him into 
playing for their members as well.  They were short of a drummer it seemed.   
Bill was set up in style on the small stage and the other musicians and performers were on the floor area in 
front of the stage.  It was a very impressive outlook for Bill.  Word passed around our group that he might be 
so enamoured of the high position that he may want similar to build a drum riser, (little platform), to mount 
on the stage for Bill upon which to set-up his drums. 
Our performing members were very professional in their turns and put on a good show.  It did seem to run a 
long time but Blue Denim members were not worried and thanked us for the visit and congratulated our 
members on their program. 
We met some old friends, saw some good performances from Blue Denim, performed well and were treated 
to afternoon tea.  Marion Boetje even got a chance to visit a local antique store and snaffled a few bargains!! 
Everything wound up about 5.00pm and the camaraderie we all felt left us well pleased with the day and the 
chance for an enjoyable visit. 
Some more trips could be a very good thing. 
 
Eye on stage 
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Check out our website … 
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